February 1z, 1963

Hiss Frances Kimmerle
Secretary-Treasurer
Hedallie art Company

325 East 45th St., N.Y. 17

Dear Hiss Rimmerle:

I bave in my file a letter written
by you to Xiss Charlotte ¥uzar (who was tnen
seeretary to the Yugoslav Bmbassador to the Umlted
States), dated April 30, 1953, concerning the
preparation of a replica of the Edison xedal that
had been awarded to Nikola Tesla. ¥he original had
been lost after Tesla's death,

Could you tell me if the prices quoted
in that letter have since changed, and 1f so what
the cost of replicas in both gold and bronze would
be today?

i notice in recent literature of the
Awericun Institute of Elesctrical Engineers that a
small gold medal now accompanies the large one.
Does the small gold one substitute for the bronze?
At what year was the change made?

There is no immediate prospect of
having the medal duplicated, but one may turn up
at any 8ime, and for that reason I should like to
have the data on hand,

Sincerely,
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KENNETH M. SWEZEY
163 MILTON STREET BROOKLYN 22, NEW YORK

February 12, 1963

Department of Licenses
New York City

80 Lafayette Street
New York 13, N.Y.

Gentlemen:

My friend, former Police Commissioner
Stephen Kennedy, has suggested that perhaps
you might be able to provide me with a name
that would help me in solving a matter of
local history.

Do you have the full name and address
of the last proprietor of H. Stern, Iinc.,
pawnbrokers, which, I believe, went out of
business in 1955, at 872 Sixth 4Avenue, New York
City?

I believe that up until this time, the
business had been run by thiree brothers, but
that two died, causing the remaining one finally
to give up.

Thank you very much for zny help you may
be able to give.

Yours very truly,

A
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES
80 Lafayette Street
New York 13, N.Y.

It is requested that the following information be
furnished, payment for which the sum of $_1.00 is

attached. ($1.00 fee for each search requested.
home P

e full na and, K address of the last proprieor
A

of H. Stern, Inc., pawnbrokers, which, I believe, went out

of buﬁinggs in 19552 The business address was 872 Sixth Ave.,
N.Y.C. Opiginally it was run by three brothers, Two died.

it is the name of the remaipning one that I want.

Name and address of person requesting information:

Keonneth M. Swezey
163 Milton Street, Brooklyn 22, N.Y.

In reply to your request for information concerning a record
of this Department, the following information is subnitted:

Jnﬂe L._' 1043

A search of this department's records indicates

that H, Stern, Inc., of 872 Sixth Avenue, New York, NY,

made application for Pawnbroker's Ljicense #6L43 about 1915,

The records wera _destraved in 1042.

G
Cashier's receipt Number S 7y Issued_ o/~ 2§




HARRY HARLEM DAVID F. COHEN
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
608 EIGHTH AVENUE 61 X5% Brosowar
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. NEW YORK 4, N. Y.
TEL, PENNSYLVANIA 8-1880 TEL. DIGBY 4-3070

Hatnbrokers” Association
@ity of Nefo York

February 11th, 1963

Mr. Kenneth M. Swezey
163 Milton Street
Brooklyn 22, New York
Dear Mr. Swezey:
In reply to yours of January 26th, I regret
that we are unable to supply the desired information.
According to our records, the firm of H. Stern,
Inc. at 872 Sixth Avenue, New York City, has been out

of business since 1955, after the death of two of the

three brothers who operated the business.

Very truly yours,

DFC/ts




MEDALLIC ART COMPANY
VICE PRESIDENT TAERSORER 325 EAST 45T STREET - NEW YORK

March 13, 1963

Mr. Kenneth M. Swezey
163 Milton Street
Brooklyn 22, New York

Dear Mr. Swezey:

This is in reply to your letter of February 12 making inquiry about
a replica of the Edison medal. Thank you for sending us a copy of
your article on Nikola Tesla which is most interesting. I often
wish we knew more about many of the recipients of the fine awards
we prepare for various scientific organizations.

A replica of the Edison medal today would cost $435 which includes
a case, but any engraving would be extra at the rate of 20¢ a letter.
In addition, a 10% federal excise tax would apply on the charge for
the gold medal.

The charge for a bronze replica of the large size Edison medal would
be $35 including a case with the engraving additional at 20¢ a letter.

The American Institute of Electrical Engineers has been giving the
small gold replica of the Edison medal to the recipient since 1956.
I imagine it does substitute for the bronze medal as we are no longer
making bronze replicas for them.
We trust this is the information you need at this time.

Sincerely yours,

FriwarK Hoo

Mrs. Clyde C. Trees
Vice President-Treq.surer

th

TELEPHONE: OREGON 9-1616 CABLE ADDRESS: MEDALLICOM



January 26, 1963

i#r, George E. Hayakis _
11 North Pearl Street N
Albany, New York %

Dear kr, Mayakis: ¥

Several years age, Dr. Veljko RKoracd, Director
of the Nikola Tesla Kuseuwm in Belgrade, wréte me that
you had offered to sell to the Zuseum the Edison k=dal
that had been awarded to Tesla by the American Institute
of Electrical Engineers in 1917 (the 1916 award).

4s a personal friend of Tesla, who has written
a great deal about him and who finally helped settle his
estate, I was glad to know that the medal had been found.
Sowme of Tesla's belongings mey still be scattered, with
their whereabouts unknown.

1t would be splendid if the medal gould be
exhibited in the Nikola Tesla Museum. But Dr. Eorad felt,
as 1 do, that the real honor and value in a case such as
this is in the agaprding of the medal rather than in the
medal itself. That is the chief reason the Museum has
never attempted, thus far, evea to have the nmedal
duplicated----a matter that could be arranged at nomlinal
cost,

Because of sentiment attached to it, the
original would naturally be more desirable than a
duplicate. But this brings up the question: are you sure
that medal in your possession actually is the original?
Are you able to trace 1ts history ever since it left N
Tasla's hands? T

ILf you can definitely establish the medal's
genuineness, and are willing to sell it &t a price more
in keeping with its actual value, ther may be the
possibility that the kuseum would reconsider it for its
collection. 1 don't know at the moment where the woney
would come from, but I fe««l thut it might be raised by
engineering friends who have a high esteem for Tesla's
Bemory.

Yours very truly,
< A

=~ o, 8 : - f

o



January 26, 1963

Pawnbrokers Assoc. of tne City of Hew York
608 8th Avenue, New York 18, H.Y.

Gentlemen:

Do you know if any of the members of
the firm of H. Stern, Inec., formerly at 872
Sixth Avenue, or any employee who might have
been with it im 1941, are still living, and,
if so, where [ might gef in touch with them?

1 am writing some blographical
material about one of their former clients
and feel that one of these gentlemen, if
avallableg might be able to give me 2 word of
needed information.

Thank you for any help you may be
gble to give.

fours very truly,

| ol S i




MUZEJ NIKOLE TESLE

BEOGRAD, Proleterskih brigada 51 Beograd December 195
’

—

Mr,

George E, Mayakis
11.No,.,Pearl Street
Albany, New York

Dear Mr. Mayékis

We are very grateful for your prompt reply to our letter,

As your offer exceeds all our expectancies and possibilities
we suggest you to present ILesla’s Edison Medal to the Nikola Tesla
Museum. We would appreciate this gift very much.

Awaiting your decision, we remain

Sincerely yours
Radmila Bakalovic
Archivist

Nikola lesla Museum



MUZEJ NIKOLE TESLE
BEOGRAD, Proleterskih brigada 51

—i—a

Mr.
George Mayakis

11 No. Pearl Street

Albany, New York

Dear Sir,

We have pleasure to advise you that we received, through the
Yougoslav Embassy in Washington, the copy of your letter, informing us
that you would be prepared to sell over Edison medal awarded to Nikola
Tesla which was lost in the hotel New Yorker after the death of Nikola
Tesla. :

We are very happy to learn that this medal was found and we
would like to have it in our possession.

We would, therefore, appreciate it very much if you would let
us know as soon as convenient the amount which you would like ask to
reimburse for this medal.

This medal should be presented to our Embassy in Washington.

Awaiting your early reply, we remain

Sincerely yours,



11 Noe Pearl Street
Albany, New York
August 7, 1958

i

Mr. Joserh Defranceski, Press Counselor
Enbassy of the Fe.PsRe of Yugoslavia
1520 16th Street’ NelWe \
Washington 6, DeC.

Dear Mr. Defranceski :

In a recent letter writiten to your embassy by Mre Benjamin
Wolman, attorney of this city, reference is madg to the

Nikola Tesla Medal awarded by the A1IRICAN INS E OF
ELECTRICAL ENGINEMRS to Mr. Tesla in 1916,

I an the proud possessor of this medal which, pursuant to
your request in your letter of August lth, addressed to Mr.
Wolman, I describe as follows:

2/inches and 3/l in diameter and 1/8 inch in thicknesse
Approximately 125 pewe of 2l Karat golde -

In perfect condition in original presentation casee
Inscribed to MiKOIA TESIA 1916.

Of course, the proper repository of such _a beautiful and
unique memento of your country's most illustrious and
fanous scientist, a benefactor to all humanity for ages to
cane, is the NIKOIA TESIA MUSEIM in Belgradees

I, who am neither a member of the proud Yugoslav nationality
nor possessor of the resources of a great govermment made a
great personal financial sacrifice to rescue this beautiful
medal from the oblivion of a coin dealer's shope Naturally
and morally your country is entitled to this honor and I
shall be happy to consider an offer fram your govermment for

ite
ooy & T

GeorgeyEe Mayakis/



BENJAMIN S. WOLMAN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
150 STATE STREET
ALBANY, N. Y.

TELEPHONE 3-5856

July 30, 1958

Hon. Yugoslav Ambassador to United States
Yugoslav Embassy
washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

In the current issue of True Magazine there
is an interesting article by George Scullin on your
great countryman, Nikola Tesla, titled "The Man Who
Invented the Twentieth Century". Mr. Scullin in his
article refers to a medal presented to Mr, Tesla in
1916 by the Edison Foundation in recognition of his
achlevements in electricity. By coincldente I have a
client who 1s in possession of that very medal. What
makes this medal more significant is the fact that
Mr. Tesla turned down=a Nobel prize.

I understand that there is a State Museum in
Belgrade dedicated to the memory of Mr, Tesla and his
aclevements. It seems to me that the proper place for
this medal should be in this Museum.

If your Governmment 1s interested in its
acquisition, I shall be pleased to negotiate with its
present owner.,

Bespectfully Yours,

3.]%__ o

BENJAMIN S. WOLMAN [

BSW/b



11 Noe Pearl Street
Albany, New York

United States of Anerica
November 12, 1958

Dr. Veljko Kora¢, Director

Mkola Tesla Museum

Beograd, Proleterskih brigada 51

Tugoslavia -

Dear Dr. Korac: g

Your kind letter of recent date indicating t(? me that you would like to
acquire the "NIKOIA TESIA MEDAL" has been duly receiveds

I have noted your request that the medal be presented to the Yugoslav
Fnbassy in Washingtone

I shall be very happy to make this presentation to your embassy upon your
agreement to purchase this medal fran me for the sum of thirty thousand
dollars($30,000), UsSeAe currencye

Upon learning from you that you are willing to make this purchase, I
will proceed to your embassy in Washington to consumate the transfers
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Earch 4, 1955

Dallas 8, Tomsend, &sqg.
Asssistant Attorney Ceneral
Departaent of Justice
"amtlm, D.Cs

Dear ¥r. Townsend:

Baeck in 1943, the loesl Alien Property
Custodlan searched through ﬁlwerty of the late
selectrical inventaor, Hikola Tesla, stored at that time
in the Kamhattan Storage Tarehouse im Hew York City.
Tesla had beea 2 nituprslized imerican for more thsn
fifty years, but 1 believe ti:at the se:rch was made on
the grounds that the property was to be sent to Yugoslavia,
t.hroqgh Tesla's nephew and heir, ¥r. Sava Kosamovich
Kr, Kosanovich had beem & Linister in the Royal
Yugoslav Government, later became th: Xugoslav imbassador
to the dnited States from the present government, and
is mow a Minister serving in Belgrade). According to
the attormey »ho handled the Tesla estate, Er, Philip
ﬁitt@n’h‘erz, the 4lien Property Custodiam assured him
that nothing of interest to the A.,P.C. had been found
agd nothing had been withheld.

In gathering backgrou:-d material to
help in 2 sation-wide celebration of Tesla's hundredth
birthday next year---which will be participated in by
leading sclentific and enginecering societies, museums,
ané universities-—I1 have just discovered that Tesla's
solid gold Ediscon ¥edal (probably the only thing of
pecuniary value in Tesla's belongings) is missing.

As a friend who had knowm Tesla well
during his last twenty years, I was with ¥r. Eosanovich
in Tesla's room in the Hotel Hew Yorker on the day Tesla
died. A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's
safe. Lmong its comtents, I remember wsll, were several
honorary degrees, a volume of greetings shich I had
gatinered for him opm his seventy-fifth birthday, a bunch
of Zeys, and the Zdison Hedal. Ve kept out the book of
greetings (I mentioned this at the time to the assistant
manager of the hotel and later to the Alien Property
Custodian), but everything else, ineluding the medal
and the keys, was replaced :nd the safe was locked.

Except when it was opened by the
Alien Property Custodian, the safe was never recpened



until it arrived in Belgrade (where Tesla's property
was to be installed in a special Tesla kuseum) and was
there opened by Mr. Kosamovich. According to his
former secretary, both the bunch of keys and the medal
were missing. The keys were later foumd in 2 tin box
outside the safe; the medal was never found.

Pvidently the medal was either stolen by somecne
during the time the search was being made the ilien
Property Custodian, or else it may have dellberately
been withheld by that agemey. Do you kmow if the
latter could have beem the case?

kr, RKosanovich has beesn granted permission by the
American Imstitute of Electrical Bngineers (who gave
Tesla the medal) to have the medal duplicated-—but
the cost, it turns ocut, will be mearly four hondred
dollars]l ¥r. Losapovich had intended to have this
daplicate made at the expense of the Tesla Euseum, and
to say nothing about it. To me, however, it scems
outrageous--~that the United States, Tesla's adopted
country,te which he had given billions of dallars!
worth of inventive genius, should treat him so shabbily,
even in death. If the medal doesn't turn up, I want
to try to get fellow-imericans at least to pay for a
duplicate.

I realize that a long time has eclapsed since the
medal disappeared, amd that therefore yo:! may have no
records whatever that might concera it, But I'm jJust
;akins the chance that you may have some clue.

With thanks and best regards,

Sincerely,



WITTENBERG, CARRINGTON & FARNSWORTH

70 WEST 40™ STREET, NEW YORK

NO.18,N.Y.

LACHKAWANNA 4-512]|
PHILIP WITTENBERG

SIDNEY KRAMER
IRVING LIKE

February 16th, 1955.

Mr. Kenneth M. Swezey,
163 Milton Street,
Brooklyn 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Swezey:

I have your letter of February 1l2the I
do remember you.

It is indeed regretful that the Edison
medal should have disappeared, I would suggest that you
write the office of Alien Property, which is now ad-
ministered by the Assistant Attorney General in the
Depar tment of Justice, Constitution Avenue and 1l0th Street
N.W., Washington, D. Ce The man in charge, unless there
has been a very recent change, is Dallas S. Townsend.

May I make this suggestion that if the
medal were to be duplicated it might be possible to use
the obverse side of the medal a8 an anniversary medal
and to sell it to the public, In this way not only
honoring Tesla but also raising funds for the anniversary,.

With kind regards,

Cordial



swesmon v nolofe 1B PIRY 12, 1953
SRR T Sy S0R Ra00 §s
Wm%%,ﬁ.f S S
Dear E’*’ﬁ&mﬂﬁrgi 3 G 2T VO

friend of 16 late zrmﬁyram m ey saveral
oceasions *v:m.ted yau with 7¢sla's nephew, Sava
Losanovic a}i& yoa oBer tic t-elephnn
abont 'Qge ;msitim the Tesla “éstat,a. oI 7

S SISl it ‘uow T adl Bel éuanize
an-infg!’!;a onal celem'at&m ‘af ths ce il of
Tesla's birth, which will taks place uly of sext
yoar. Lesding engindéring aud selentific sociaties
of this country, us well zs the m,ﬁawawer of
industrial organizutions, are emm ta‘parucipaté. '

” e jIn d;haring data for this
centennial e Just scnvea:,ad something which, .
even at thfs late dite, T think should be investigated.
éﬂ;ss 3 O tﬁqm" fﬂpwly Sm&ﬁm o Hro

s

anovich, and mow Secretary to the present ‘mbassador
from z%gosﬁzlu, tﬁells me that :gsla's solid gold Bigi on
Sedal (pro e only Be uni.ary value i
all hi wggasa) was not in the safe or clsewhere
amnghis things when theyxman&nadinﬂalgrade, to o
instzlled in the Tesla Buseuwr there.

I was with Br. Zcsanovich and Eiss
Hazar in Tesla's room in the Hew Yorker on ths day Tesla
dled. A safe expert unlocked Tesla's safe. Among its
contents, I remember well, were several honorary
degrees, a volume of ?-eetings from pioncer scientists
which I had gathered hin on his seventy-fifth
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison ledal, Ve
kept out the book of greef:ings, but everything else,
inciading the medal amd the Keys, was replaced and the
safe was locked. ZIxcept when it was opsned by the Alien
Property Custodian, the safe was never roopened until
it arrived in Belgrade and was there opensd by kr,
Egsanovich. ZAccording %o Hiss Huzar, both the bunch
of keys and the medsl were missing. The keys were later
found in 2 tin box outside the safe; the medal was
nevery found.




i ) f
- -

Ividently the medal ‘was either siolen by someone
during the searnh by the Alden Property asm, vl
else 1t was deliberately confiscated By
clearing the Tesla belongings, did this: agmy
have kept anything? Do you lmow if there id’ :Iﬁﬁrme fm# |
connected with the Government to which yau.,or I. eould . . . -

make inguiry? ™
M. Ko"-"" %ﬁ' é!;i;i&‘a_" | Miss wza:ﬂ has Qeen' ranted . .
permission by ¢um 3 ' Blge oy e
Eacmeers (wm gavq Tesl gﬁ: medal tﬂw X J-i e
raar mmdred dgliarst Eﬁsmm d?‘ Sedcd 6 have "
mﬂ tgupl qt:e a, at the *i‘%’f‘“l'“ “;%g Tishla. Rssm, e
+ 5o waneh i‘qalahéﬂ g&, ¢
mmw gi LTI -". /s i X 3 Q
to try%‘get’fa “‘r

dnpliua tb-.

) 1 "‘. .






