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163 Hilton Street
Brocklyn 22, N.¥.

Dr. Wallace W, -ﬁmﬂd, J*O
Hational Academy of Sciences
2101 Constitution Avenue
Washington 2” DCs

Dear Dr, Atwoods

Both the imericen Institute of Eleetrical Engineers
and the Institute of Radio Engineers have at last decided
definitely to spomnsor programs comuemorabing Tesla's 100th
birthday next year, 34 GP ey :

The AIRE will lead by making Tesla and his work the
theme of its national meeting in chs.mg{, next Oetober, -
One day of thias meeting will probably be devoted to papers
on Tesla and his contributions to electrical science,
Another program of exhibits and lecture~demonstrations may
be a between the AIZE and the Chicago Huseusm of
Science and Industry. This Huseum, if it can get sufficient
backing, hopes also to set up & a{:m exhibit which will
demonstrate the principle of Tesla's induection motor and
polyphase system and show how these form the basis for
modern power gemeration, transmission, and use,.

- As one project of this AIRE program, 2 letter has
been written to the Postmaster General urging the crsation
of a Tesls Commemorative stamp---suggesting that 1t be
issued simultaneously at Chicago, Hiagara Fslls, and Rew
fork City, at the time of the meeling,

Later, the AIFE say hold another meeting at Riagara
Falls or Buffale to commemorate both the Centennial and the
60th anniversary of the use of Tesla's polyphase system
to transmit power from NHiagara to Buffalo---z feat which
signalized the birth of the modern electrie power industry.

The IRE will spomsor a program commemorating Tesla's
contributions to radio. Amg:tlnr things, it suggests
that it will run an article about Tesla's radio work in
its Proceedings, at the time of the AIEE meeting, and that
it might also undertake the microfilming of all of Tesla's
letters and papers, now in the Tesla Museum in aexgrm&:&

go they may be made available to American sclentists
historians,

Both of these programs have been completely
imericap-inspired, and are totally imdependent of amy
commemorations that may take place in Yugoslavia or elsewhere
in Burope. in faet, I still haven't the slightest knowledge
of what may be planned for EZurope.



i w_m

_mﬂ.m as !utﬁ-uhmﬁ aaé m &&
neers who were borm right here, ;t m eertainly
blot on our reputation for discermment and

gmuw'wmm had Deen started here, or if something
had been started at the request of Tesla's countrymen
me*a

ghn comsider ,Zesh one of thu very greatest

men m soil, em therefore, &
_ ' wﬂm of Tash m i endear m&mn
to ¥ vs more than any amount of diplomatic discussion.

] ire, too, that the Tesla Ialututm and the Tesla
yusegm in Belgrade would be happy to te with American
u&mhh in some sort of joint colebration, But the

M?uﬁa to me regarding the Centepnial is that Tesla
should all be recognized h; smericans for his own
worth te mrm. If ecloser ties friendship between
fugoslavia and mriu should be brought abeut by this
recognition, why, erfull These ties, however, should
not be miaaei as tm purpose of tm mratm. but
rather as a great and heart-warming bonus.

-Have any further ideas smwnim ‘the possible rele
of the ns and the NRC occumed to

Sincerely,
| .-L_ \ (g




2101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

CABLE ADDRESS: NARECO
s WASHINGTON, D. c.

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

July 12, 1955

Mr, Kenneth M, Swezey
163 Milton Street
Brooklyn 22, New York

Dear Mr. Swezey:

Thank you for your letter of 6 June with further
information concerning your efforts to organize a cele-
bration commemorating the 100th Anniversary of Tesla's
birth,

I think that the portion of your letter which calls
for a reply is that relating to the possibility of a
commemorative stamp. While I have not taken the matter
up formally, I have the impression that officers of the
Academy--Research Council would not be very enthusiastic
in seeking the issuance of a special stamp,

This is, of course, my own view and is not intended
to discourage you from pursuing the idea of a stamp if
you feel there is reasonable possibility of success.

Sincerely your

MSRSZ: Ly

Wallace W, Atwood, Jr,
Director



163 lilton Btreot
Brooklyn 22, N.¥.
June 6, £955‘

Dry Wallace W, Atwood, Jr.

Director of international Relations
Hational Research Council

2101 Comstitution Ave.

Tashington 25, D.C,

Dear Dr, Atwood:

Since 4 last talked with yom and
received your letter, 1 have made formal suggestions
to the AIEE that it sponsor a commemoration program
for Tesla's 100th birthday. The reaction was fast and,
so far, good, | ZoEsd e 4 S

Hr, Hibshman, the secretary, told me
that the Board of Directors, early in February, had
suggested to the Chairmen of the Technical Opersitions
Committee that his committee luvestligate the possibilities
of honoring Tesla, but that no action had yet been taken,
iy letter and bagkground material apparently stimulated
things and now the committee intends to act at its meeting
this month., Dr., Julian Tebo, editor of the Bell
Laboratories Record and Chairman of this committee, tells
me that Tesla was a "boyhood hero." He 1s therefore
personally enthusiastic. :

The Pranklin Institute and Yale Oniversity
(¥ale gave Tesla an honorary M.A. iz 1894) have agreed to
help the commeomoration---elther independently or in
gooperation with the engineers., L have lately presented
suggestions to the IRE, bat haven't yet regeived an answsr.

I'm enclosing several reprints of an
editorial from the day issue of Power, written by a recent
convert to the Tesla cause; also a copy of a letter from
the late John B, Whitehead, of Johns Hopkind, which I
thought wmight interest Dr. Bronck. Eleetrical Engineering
is going to run an article about the Power editorial and
also suggest that the ALEE take action, o '

A1l the men I have discussed it with so
far liked the idexof the commemorative stamp, but none
has been familier with the imtrlcacies of getting one,
If the AIEE is willing to back such a stawmp, do you think
your organizations would be will to lend thelr approval?
I'm sure that the prestige of the NAS and the NRC would
add weight, 1 mention this now because the stamp project
must be tackled as soon as possible.

Sincerely,



2101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE > CABLE ADDRESS: NARECO
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. e AL WASHINGTON, D. €.

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

May L, 1955

Mr. Kemmeth M, Swezey
163 Milton Street
Brooklyn 22, New York

Dear Mr., Swezey:

At last I am able to reply to your recent letters cencerning
the proposed celebration to be held in 1956 on the occasion of the
hundredth anniversary of Tesla's birth,

The suggestion that the National Academy of Sciences partici-
pate in this celebration was discussed by members and officers of
the Academy during the Annual Meeting of the Academy held in Washington,
April 25 - 28, Although considerable interest was expressed in the
proposal, it was generally felt that any program to honor Tesla
should be planned by the national engineering societies. Therefore,
I would suggest that you take up the matter with one or more of these
societies and see what they would like to do. When their plans are
known, it would be appropriate for the Academy to consider what role,
if any, it should play in the program,

I trust that you will write again after you have had an oppor=-
tunity to discuss the matter with the engineers.

Sincerely yours,

i e

Wallace W, Atwood, Jr.
Director




March 27, 1955

Br. ¥allace Atwood

Director of International Relations
National Resesarch Counecil
Hashington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Atwood:

Here are several items which I
thought you could add to your Tesla material for
econsideration by your cfficers.

Within the next several months,
I understand that the editors of three of our
biggest engineering magazines are going to run
editorials reminding engineers and sclemtists of -
Tesla's achievements and suggesting that something
be done to commemoratedhis centemnial. i

Since 1 last wrote you, I hawel ! |
recaived a4 cablegram from the director of the Hikola
Tesla Huseum, in Belgrade, to the effect that if T
could get over to go through the Tesla papers amd
other belongings, I would be the "very welcome guesth
of the Huseum during my stay in Yugoslavia.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Enclosures:

Tesla bibliography

Copy of letter from Dr. Austin

Copy of notes from Scott and Lee .




february 26, 1955

Dp. Hallaee ﬁwoad N
Director of Inleraationel Balatm.%
S YR .ﬁd’hi@ﬁﬂl Rasecmeh Comneil

Degr BI.‘,’( &tmod.:

: Bmceltﬂkadwithmmthem,
I hecu,‘ﬁ from Kiss Kusaw of the zmalav Zmbassy that
Hr. Losanovie (Tesla? m former imbassador
. ko the United States) s&ﬂJ.thattmdmwrsm-
' 'atmn&ins him mnx m. o G

- : _..Inanautmbmwwm,lmthm
a eopy of zy letter to voa. Last week, I received thuis
cable {rom him: PAfter weeks of absolute mtra&ding,
first thing I read was your letter o Atwood. . Had .
greater effect on my recovery than sny mmine ‘i‘hauk.s .
Two days later, I rececived another eable: "Please be |
tiwe wary welcomé zuest of our Wilkola Tesls Nuseum dzar:.nx
:f'ymzr sfwy in !ugmlam, Director of Huseum, Emc.

' 13 St T had. weitten Wy Lottes to you .
emletely on my own Imitiative, dnd without a the
Yugoslav viewpoint, spparently these men are p adxsed
and ave wms.ng to. m:mmte md&all;ﬁ- & e
m;m bhst mgms, | ,'

')-

o




Corly of letter from f£ile of K.N. Swezey, 163 ¥ilton Street, Bklyn 22, Na¥y

July 10, 1931

Hy dear Mr., Teslas

It is a rare privilaege for me to send
you & letter congratulating you on the attalmment of your
seventy-£ifth birthday, 1 find 1% difficult te realize
that within that period of time the electrical industry
has eome into be and has transformed civilization,
largely by means of the ideas and inventions which were
gcongeived in your own brain. It is even more difficult
b gy Bhocrlt o gy i rt o ko Fremg
other conecep yours, now i ectly compreh
shall have roached their frultion. G

It is not too mueh td claim that the
beautiful idea of the rotating magnetie field, produced
by polyphase currents, and the assoclated mode of
Lo ssion of ¥w«w has done more toward the achlevement
of true freedom for tﬁe human race than any other discovery.

| : Your early mastery of high frequency
oscillations and your perception of thelr fundamental
importance marks & penetration into the secrets of Hature
-which we have searecely begun to grasp. - _

~~ fou bave made the whole world your debtor,
but there is no suggestion of a burden in the debt whieh is
ewad to you. ZIwo countries--~those of your birth and of
your adoption---take especial pride in the relationship;, and
- we of the United States feel honored that you have chosen
%o make your home with us. !

_ © /The oeesasion of this letter is unique,
It eannot ocour again. But you and your work will be
repembered on innumerable future birthdays, for yours is a
1life that can never be forgotten.
' I am, Bir,
Yours very singerely,
William Pratt Craham



Nesr ¥re Toslas

foar Mdmiral, (eB.H, (Retired)
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{Beoy ms:a siobgun was gﬁ bis youth !
wig, ond thas ww.m the a

testigonial Bk fﬁwga on ﬁ’* wocasion
j,rm 5% m m W m! it _:.-;-
centary end consider m ﬂzamt vmtaxamﬁt

oo of the moet of «

his intinate Wﬂm

samy W have produe __

as fur with wsw
fallitles %o ng, k

bom #md& e o

rm ' wimm b 2.

Edicalo Teala ie o grost o
wem of o3l time snd is one of the vary groshest benefugtors
rase, He da nlse & good man Ma&mmmw&m__w_ _‘
g B B veturns of the day thab has bDeen eonseorstod

Sinearaly yours,

Richoond P, Hobson



(or, Bohrcne dcvind the "oirele d!.agran" for the analysis of
induction motor characteristics, wos a plonser designer of
polyphase machine Fellow and Vice Prosident of the AsleEeBy,
and member of the Hdison Medal Committee at the time Tesla .
‘was presented with that medal for his polyphase contributions,)

Dear Zvr, Teslas

t'.%msa who are happy to exprom to you
thmwwishu on impending birthday, aamor
the humblest, but per a the last living
good fortunme 1t hes !mm to dosign literally m&h.s.ona er
hnrso-m of motors and gmrams af’ the ”i‘ena Syatem®,

- “And though one should thisk that such
monuments to your groat inventive genius might be sufficient
to fill the world with the fame of the name ydu besr, it must
be recorded that such would be the case had it not been for
the world'as usuel ingratisude towapds its bmfautﬁrs.

To those of 18 who have lived tnmu? '_
anxious md fasoineting perdod of the devel t o a}.twnnm
current powsr transmission thers is not a e
that the namo of Tesle is as srmtlm‘hqsmamerrarm
is in the disewm of the ph : tim!m:fin.t a1l elsctrd

Comparisons ars odions snd ot the mm’e,
whue Mﬂtem that m have lived to see your groat
far beyond your own drmm%%s perhaps bad

ush to t out that the popular inv the incandescent
lamp has to look to ; r giscoveries inventions, and

to our mrat aqui t deaigned with your ideas, m- the
generation of the ax,ec a\z mgy without which his’ invqnb!.m

would have
is there is so mah pepular munﬁarntmdmg
this subjeet I thm thess lines may help to adjudieate whem
fame should be and where praise should 1’32.1
fours u&ncw “1¥,
B; ﬁﬁ Bﬁh"m

Dr. of Engincering hon. causas




Dﬁe-mmr 15, 195&

pr. Wallace Atwood :
birector of Internatiomal Relations
nxtional Researeh Council
7ashington, DaCe

Dear Dr. Atwood:

{n Washington, several weeks ago, 1
had @ Jong talk with Mr., George Perazich, of the
Rational Planning Association, and Hiss Charlotte Huszar,
of the Yugollav Fmbassy concerning plans now getting
ander way for a cent al celebration for the late
Hikola Tesla---whose nundredth birthday, as you Know
will De in July, 1956, I bad heard that Br. Perazic
had discussed s matbter with you some time I::?' and
i was anxious to find out if any ideas that come
ap then might not Dbe tied in with plans that are.
developing nNow. :

¥

R According to Er. Perazich, your original
plan tentatively called Por & joint celebration sponsored
by seientific groups of the Onited States and similar
groups of Yugoslavia, bat that becazse he had still
reug‘ sived no definite response from Yugoslavia, the plan
was still hanging fire. Considering my personal contacts
with both Americans and fugoslavs who are interested in
honoring Tesla, Mr. Perazich suggested that 1 might be
able to comtinue discussions «ith you where he left off.

. ¥y own interest in Tesla is that of a
long-time personal friend and staunch admlrer. At
fourteen, i had read about Tesla and was already trying
to duplicate some of his gxperiments. At ‘twenty, alter

ing a writer, I struck up a close personal
friendship with Tesla which lasted the remaining
nineteen years of his 1ife.

When Tesla was turning semtyﬁn,

_ ntend ) ize hi
birthdsy, I took 1t om rself to solicit letters of
greeting from most of the important pioneers in physies,
radio, and electrical engineering who were still living.
Some seventy-odd replies were moanted, bound in leather,
and pregented to Tesls., Among them were letters from
fourteen past presidents of the A.l.B.Be, at least half
s dozen from mem of your fational Research Counmeil,

i ! { SCA
ENnceosep CofPies ©°F e STAMep S (J“GdItAv)J Coples of

1§t ANingor SARY LET tonS FrRon B o
CHREND B & »
\ aSQU‘bUNN‘ IrKl",
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others from individual inventors and sclentists, sueh
as Delforest, Hillikan, Arthur tqnﬁrklemderm,
Einstein, Andre Blondel, Sir Will afg. Desides
giving tribute to Tesla as am inventor, 2 number
cited him as a personal hero and an inspiration to
their own lives.

Although this was 2 small and rather persomel
ecelebration (I'm sure that Tesla would have opposed
anything more ostemtatious during his lifet » NOWS
of 1t was sent around the country by the Assoclated
Press; Time magazine put Tesla's picture on its cover;
and a special issue of a Yugoslav technical magazine,
Hasa Posta, which reprinted some of the letters, was
sent to 2,000 university libraries all over the world.
The book also stimulated an eightieth anndversary
celebration in Burope, at which time Tesla's picture
was put on Yugoslav postage stamps, and plans for a
Tesla Institute in Belgrade. :

On reviewing coples of these letters (the original
volume is now in the Tesla Huseum in Belgrade), I find
they contain a mine of evidenece corrcborating ‘1‘&3_1&'3
achievements-——evidence that is especially valuable,
coming as it does from contemporaries who knew the
background of radio and electrical engineering from
first-hand experience. As the letters have never been
published here, and nowhere in their entirety, they
might provide supplementary source material for the
coming celebration. I'm enclosing copies of several,
as examples.

So far, plans for a 1956 celebration are just in
an exploratory stage. Officers and members of the Tesla
Society, 2 group of interested engineer, teacher, and
lay admirers of Tesla founded in Ninneapolis a year or
so ago (and of which I have recently been appointed
Director), is colleeting an exhaustive Tesla
bibliography to provide readily accessible background
material. Special lectures and exhibitions will be

roposed for Chicago's Huseum of Sgience and Industry
which is on the site of the Chicago Yorld's Fair of
1893, where Tesla's greatest invention, the polyphase
system for the generation amd distribution of electrie
caurrent was first demonstrated as a complete systemd,
and at Biagara Falls, where, in 1895, the Tesla system
was introduced to the world on a large scale. :



Cooperation--—-in the form of lecturses, demonstrations,
exhibits, editorials, and articles—~-is ected from
the Franklin Institute, the A.l.5.E., the «BeoEn, and
the editers of electrical, radio, ané power jourmals.

It would certainly be a great honor, and one which
might tie together the whole celebration, if a United
States commemorative stamp could be issued {(I'n enclosing
two issues of Tesla stamps issued by Tugoslavig~--0One
on his eightieth birthday and ome last year). .1 had
thought of this for years but, until now, an ideal
ocecasion had not come up. Er. Perazich said that you
and he had also discussed this possibility. A Centennial
might indeed be the auspicious time. W

. One objective of a Tesla celebration should be to
round up and publicize a roster of the really great
things Tesla has done. Toward the efd of his life,
Tesla was baited by sen tion-secking reporiers into
making fantastic speculations about the world-of-tomorrow.
Hisled by these, engineers and scientists of today oftem
overlook the fact that Tesla created the foundatioms”
for the entire polyphase system for the generation,
distribution, and utilizatlon of electric current---
the system on which the whole modern world of electrie
power is based, and in which Edisom's incandeseent 1ight
is merely a saéget—-—-—as well as the toming and aerial
and ground system for raiio transmission and receptionm,
whiech antedated ¥arconi by at least geveral years and
is still used Soday.

¥hen, recently, I mentioned to the editor of ome
of our biggest electrical engineering magazines that
Tesla invemted the polyphase system, the editor was
astounded. I could stop right there, he salds that
one achisvement was enough to justify a centennial of
any magnitudel After Dr. W.l. Zecles, electrical
pioneer and past president of t}mnri% sh Institutioxn
of Electrical Engineers, had Reard & review of Tesla's
achievements at & memorial lecture before the I BBy,
in 1943, he commented: 7. .I am deiven to the conclusiom
that Hikola Tesla was the greatest electriecal inventor
we over had on the membership roll of the Institution;
indeed, I mignt go so far as to say that Tesla was the
greatest in;gnmr who had worked in electrical




The guestion of who will coordinate and sponsor the
Tesla Centennial is still open. Ny personal goal, as
well as that of the editors and engineers I have thus
far talked with, is merely that Tesla be adeguately
honcred--~both f'ar the saike of his own pame and for the
sake of historical justice. Perbaps your lational
Research Council, the National Academy of Sclences, or
the A.I.0.E., might care to be sponsor, OUr these and
other seientific and engineering socleties might jointly
sponsor a celebrationm through a special Tesla Centemmial
Comuittee made up of representatives appointed by the
societdes. Have you any suggestions in this matier?

A Tesla Centemnial would, of course, be an ideal
opportunity to promote friendly relations between the
people of the United States amd Yugoslavia. I believe
¥r. Perazich menticned the possibility of holdipgg some
international engimeering congress in Belgrade in 1956,
in honor of the occasiom. Thatever good rejations are
arranged with Yugoslavia, however, 1 feel very strongly
that it is really the American scilentists and engineers
who should take the imitiative. The fugoslavs are
indeed the proud paremts of an illustrious sem, but that
son early became an American citizen and devoted the
remaining yvears of his life to developing iaventlons
which have helped---perhaps more than the lmventions of
auy other one man~-—-to make America the greatest mation
in the world today. Under these circumstances, I, as
an Americam, should be ashamed to have to be prodded
into action by the counmtry who gave Teslz to us but who
got little back except the honor of his birth.

At the time of Tesla's death, in 1943, I first met
his nephew, kr., Sava Kosanovich~--then Minister of State
of the King's govermment, and later Ambassador te the
Onited States from the present Iugeslav govermment--
and we since have become good friemds. Er. Kosanovich,
as Tesla's heir, finally recelved some sixty or more
trunks of Tesla's papers, apparatus, and other beloangings,
from storage and, because funds were not forthcoming to
establish a permanent repository for them here, took
them to Belgrade, where they are now being set up in a
Tesla Huseum.

Although, fortumately, Tesla's papers have been
saved and kept together, it is too bad they are so remobe.
It's my hope that next year I'1l somehow be able to get
to Belgrade, spend several months going through thig
material, and bring back facsimiles of some of the wost
important of it. If the papers seem as valuable on
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realim how W-’h it is to start the discussion of
aueh a complex subject by correspondence. Now that I
have laid some Wﬁ, W tmass may be easier.

1 should mre@igta  suggestions you may have
concerning the celebration: abunt possible sponsorship;
about an international congress; about a commemorative
gtm I?uhegladtamrkalnngwii;hym in any way

can. |

With 'hest regards,
Sincerely,

o e -





