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1943

Menthol cigarettes were introduced in the 1930s.  Menthol is a mint 

extract which triggers a sensation of coolness when it contacts the oral 

mucosa.

Advertisers for these brands often touted their coolness as a contrast to 

the hotness of tobacco smoke. 

Marketeers later equated this coolness with freshness, a metaphor for 

healthfulness. 

Ads for menthol cigarettes often contained particularly outrageous 

health claims as typified by this Spuds Ad.

In 2005, 27% of the cigarette market is for mentholated brands.  

68% of African-American smokers use Kools, Salems, or Newports
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1937

Spud tobacco is fine tobacco mentholated with just the right amount of 

menthol to soothe the sensitive lining of your nose and throat - your 

Smoke Zone.

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



14

1937

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



15

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



16

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



17

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



18

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



19

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



20

The baby doctor caught a cold and so he switched to Kools.

Switch from Hots to Kools.
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Smoker’s Hack?

For your throat’s sake switch from hots to cools.
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83.2% of Kool smokers say that Kools leave your throat feeling clearer, 

make your mouth feel cooler.  

If you suffer from smoker’s hack, switch to Kools.
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