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Desi Arnaz, Cuban bandleader and co-star of the “I love Lucy” show,
Died of Lung Cancer December 2, 1986.

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270
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Doctors Suggest Them...Smokers Know Why
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BELIEVE IN YOURSELF!

Don’t test one brand alone ... compare them all!

Unlike others, we never ask you fo test our brand alone.

We sy ... compare PHILIP MORRIS . .. match
PHILP MORRIS . . . fudge PHILP MORRIS ogainst ony
other cigorette! Then make your own choice! Remember

NO CIGARETTE HANGOVER
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1951
Targeting Women

Before the First World War, smoking was associated with
the “loose morals” of prostitutes and wayward women. Clever
marketeers managed to turn this around in the 1920s and 1920s,
transforming cigarettes from symbols of decadence into symbols of
women’s independence. As part of this effort, the American Tobacco
Co. in 1929 organized marches down 5th Avenue in New York of
women carrying “Torches of Freedom” (i.e., cigarettes) to emphasize
their emancipation. Early ad campaigns targeted at women included: “I
wish | were a man” (so | could smoke, Velvet 1912) and “Blow Some My
Way” (Chesterfield 1926). The industry sponsored training sessions to
teach women how to smoke, and fashion shows to make women'’s attire
match the green of Lucky Strikes packaging). Later brands such as
Virginia Slims (“You’ve come a long way baby”) were frankly exploitive
of the womens'’ liberation movement. It is ironic that the Marlboro
brand, famous for its macho “Marlboro Man” was for decades a
woman'’s cigarette (“Mild as May,” with “Ivory tips to protect the lip”)
before it underwent an abrupt sex change in 1954.

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270
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Only 5% of American women smoked in 1923 vs. 12% in 1932
and 33% in 1965 (the peak year). Lung cancer was still a rare disease for
women in the 1950s; though by 2000 it was killing nearly 70,000 per year.
Cancer of the lung surpassed breast cancer as the leading cause of cancer
death among women in 1987.

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270
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For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270
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1937:“No more smoking hangover” The old Gold brand dabbled with
the phrase more than 10 years before the Phillip Morris campaign in the
early 1950s

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270
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