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The year was 1913. The economy was good,
and spirits were high. A dance craze was
sweeping the nation. Cabarets were opening
up faster than you could say “tango.” And a
tobacco entrepreneur in Winston-Salem, NC
named Richard Joshua Reynolds had the
foresight to realize America was ready for a
new cigarette. Committed to excellence and sure of his
“Turkish & American Blend,” he promised to back it with every
last cent he had
Wondering what to call his exotic blend, he considered
naming the new brand Kismet, Oracle, and even Nabob
Thankfully, Reynolds, who favored animal names for their
simplicity, eventually chose Camel instead. He immediately hired
an illustrator to draw a camel for the pack. Unfortunately, the
illustrator had never seen a real camel himself.

Around that same time, the Barnum & Bailey Circus came

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224
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to town, a huge act even back then.
Reynolds saw an opportunity and
snapped at it, literally, sending

photographer to shoot a one

humped beauty there named “Old

Joe.” The camel didn't cooperate Vinston- Salem
C ury. This picture was
at first, but a tap on the nose olly o lobel on @ chewing tobocc

caused him to raise his tail, throw back his ears, and close his

eyes just as the shutter released. This famous pose has appeared

on the package ever since. Just two years after this photo was
n, Camel became the No. | smoke in America

Camel would continue to make more history in its

eighty-five years than any other cigarette

brand. This catalog takes you through some

of the finer moments, and leaves you with

some timeless collectibles in the process.

This is Camel's story

1913 - A fomous New York cobaret mognate discovers that the desire for dancing. music, and excifement
c is replocing the penchant for sedentary eafing, the same year Camel is infroduced.

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270
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Camel roared into the 1920's along with
Flappers, Model T Fords and the Charleston
By 1921, as the harsh memories of World
War | began to fade, one-half of the
cigarettes smoked in the U.S. were Camels,
just eight years after their introduction.
“The Man on the Comel
Ad" Feotured in severol 1921 also saw the birth of one of the
amel posters and bill
boords during the most famous advertising slogans of all
time. One day, as company legend has it, a certain golf four-
some went out to play eighteen holes. In the middle of the
round, one of the men discovered he had run out of smokes
While the group waited for a caddy to return

with more, he exclaimed,“I'd walk a mile for

a Camel.” The man next to him happened to

£

work on Camel’s ad account, and rushed off
the course to tell the line to his superiors

Advertising history was made.

1920 - The Flopper look becomes the country’s atest fascinafion os young
women wear short hair, short skirts ond rolled-down hose.

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

Around this time, well-known Z
artists were commissioned by [ "‘";: Mie
£ ra
Camel to paint ads that cap-
tured the enjoyment of smoking.
The ads also reflected a changing
attitude about women and
smoking. At first, Camel was very conservative about showing
women with lit cigarettes. By the early thirties, though, women
were not only smoking, they were obviously enjoying it.
With the Great Depression lingering, Camel found ways to
entertain the nation. During this period, it ran its first radio
program called “Camel Pleasure Ai
featuring some of the day's most popular

Camels' performers. America tuned in.

- and

make it g I
snappy As this 1920s billboord suggests, styish men

were used in Comel advertising 1o reflect the
clogance of the perod

1921 - The word “robol” enfers the
English longuoge.

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270
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THE CAMEL LEGEND CONTINUES

By the 1940's, Americans were
smoking Camels on conga lines, at
big band concerts, and overseas
during World War II. In 1941,
Camel put its stamp on New York
City with a huge billboard in Times
Square, featuring a man appearing
v begon appearing in siores
nationwide, featuring the forfies-esque  to  blow simulated smoke rings
into the city air. A few years later,
Camel went on to sponsor one of the first national TV news

programs, “The Camel News Caravan.” But the legend didn't
end there.

During the fifties, poetry and rebellious self-expression
fueled the Beat Generation. At the same time, mainstream
America was hot on something called Rock & Roll. And no

matter what was happening, a poetry reading or a drag race,

a pack of Camels was never too far away. But the pace of

1946 - Jukeboxes go inko
mass production.

change in America during the fifties [ ’z ﬁiewrﬁ‘
paled in comparison with the LS
decade to come. 3
The sixties became a decade
defined by ideals like peace, love,
and human rights, all of which were
later summed up in one word:
Woodstock. During this decade, © e i
A rugged outdoorsmon mode his
Camel introduced another style, woy ink Comel adverising in the lote
seventies. The ods continved 1o run
Camel Filters in a soft pack. And well inio the next decode
though flower power eventually gave way to disco power,
filters never went out of style.
Toward the late seventies, a new Camel man erged.
He was rugged and handsome. And in Camel’s advertising, he
explored exotic and remote destinations that knew no

boundaries. The ads crossed borders as well, literally taking the

Camel message to smokers around the globe.
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During the eighties, action-adventure movies
dominated the big screen, while light-hearted
sitcoms brightened living rooms across the

country. Music had taken a turn towards

glam rock, rap, and new wave, and Camel was

ready to make its biggest noise of all.

In 1988, Camel introduced Joe Camel, who

quickly became one of the most recognized pop icons in American

culture. Originally created by a British artist for a 1974 Camel

poster in France, the new Joe appeared just in time for Camel's

75th Anniversary celebration. Bursting through a yellow brick

pyramid and onto the American scene, Joe made some noise with

3-D pop-up ads, birthday cards and a return to

even started a band with the guys, and played
a mean keyboard. While the group of cool
Camels definitely showed smooth character,
there was no question who was the leader of
the pack.

In 1992, Camel introduced two new styles:
Camel Wides Filters and Wides Lights. To

launch the new cigarettes, Camel got help from

s 0 dossic
pose in this 1993 od for
Comel Lights.

Max and Ray, also known as the Wides Guys. Soon enough, these

guys were seen in ads and on collectibles, always wearing their

signature sunglasses and fedoras. The following year, Joe put on his

nd, with lots of class, introduced yet another cigarette: Camel

Z Special Lights.

By this time, Joe could be found just about

Times Square with an all new high-tech billboard. | _ &

Eventually, Joe was seen playing pool, riding a everywhere, like on the collectibles featured in

motorcycle, and hanging with his buddies, the the next few pages. Back by popular demand,

Hard Pack - Bustah, Eddie, Max, Ray and Floyd, these items are some of the biggest sellers in

who each represented a different box style. joe

1988 - The longest cob ride fokes ploce
with 6 tolol of 13,670 milles.

Camel Cash history.
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