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Ronald Reagan, 40’th President of the United States served two terms 

in office: 1981 - 1989.  

The movie mentioned in this advertisement, Hong Kong, was made in 

1952.  Reagan also served as Governor of the State of California for 

two terms: 1967-1975.  Aside from his prolific movies career with 76 

films to his credit, he served as President of the Screen Actors Guild.  

President Reagan died at age 93 June 5, 2004 of complications of 

Alzheimer’s disease. Reagan quit smoking after his brother developed 

cancer of the larynx.
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Ronald Reagan, 40’th President of the United States served two terms 

in office: 1981 - 1989.  

The movie mentioned in this advertisement, The Voice of the Turtle, 

was made in 1947.   Reagan also served as Governor of the State of 

California for two terms: 1967-1975.  Aside from his prolific movies 

career with 76 films to his credit, he served as President of the Screen 

Actors Guild.  President Reagan died at age 93 June 5, 2004 of 

complications of Alzheimer’s disease. Reagan quit smoking after his 

brother developed cancer of the larynx.
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Ronald Reagan, 40’th President of the United States served two terms 

in office: 1981 - 1989.  

The movie mentioned in this advertisement, Bedtime for Bonzo, was 

made in 1951.  In it, Reagan’s character Professor Peter Boyd tries to 

teach human morals to a chimp. Reagan also served as Governor of 

the State of California for two terms: 1967-1975.  Aside from his prolific 

movies career with 76 films to his credit, he served as President of the 

Screen Actors Guild.  President Reagan died at age 93 June 5, 2004 of 

complications of Alzheimer’s disease.  Reagan quit smoking after his 

brother developed cancer of the larynx.
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Ronald Reagan, 40’th President of the United States served two terms 

in office: 1981 - 1989.  

The movie mentioned in this advertisement, Bedtime for Bonzo, was 

made in 1951.  In it, Reagan’s character Professor Peter Boyd tries to 

teach human morals to a chimp. Reagan also served as Governor of 

the State of California for two terms: 1967-1975.  Aside from his prolific 

movies career with 76 films to his credit, he served as President of the 

Screen Actors Guild.  President Reagan died at age 93 June 5, 2004 of 

complications of Alzheimer’s disease.  Reagan quit smoking after his 

brother developed cancer of the larynx.
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John Wayne, died of gastric cancer June 11, 1979 at the age of 72.  

After being diagnosed with lung cancer (controlled by surgery), he 

made a series of noteworthy anti-smoking TV advertisements..
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A Camel Fan Going’ on 24 Years!

John Wayne, died of gastric cancer June 11, 1979 at the age of 72.  

After being diagnosed with lung cancer (controlled by surgery), he 

made a series of noteworthy anti-smoking TV advertisements..
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Despite Years of Smoking Comedian Bob Hope died at the ripe old age 

of 100 on July 27, 2003.
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Despite Years of Smoking Comedian Bob Hope died at the ripe old age 

of 100 on July 27, 2003.
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Robert Young Played the Physician, Marcus Welby, MD, on ABC TV 

1969 - 1976.
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Robert Young Played the Physician, Marcus Welby, MD, on ABC TV 

1969 - 1976.
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Henry Fonda, prolific actor and father of Jane and Peter Fonda, 
died of heart failure August 12, 1982 at age 77.  He is 
reported to have said: I've been close to Bette Davis for 
thirty-eight years - and I have the cigarette burns to prove it.
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Henry Fonda, prolific actor and father of Jane and Peter Fonda, 
died of heart failure August 12, 1982 at age 77.  He is 
reported to have said: I've been close to Bette Davis for 
thirty-eight years - and I have the cigarette burns to prove it.

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



15

Fred Mac Murray.

He played a pipe smoking father in the TV series My Three Sons (1960 

- 1971)

The movie  mentioned in this ad, Family Honeymoon, was filmed in 

1949.

Marilyn E. Jackler Memorial Collection of Tobacco Advertisements AC1224

For more information contact the Archives Center at archivescenter@si.edu or 202-633-3270



16

The movie depicted in this Chesterfield ad, Young Man with a Horn” 

was filmed in 1950.  Kirk Douglas is reputed to have quit smoking in 

1950 when he looked at the picture of his dead father.  “I thought of him 

on his death bed.  I held up the cigarette and studied it.  Who is 

stronger - you or me?” I asked.  “I never smoked again.”   In 1996, 

Douglas suffered a debilitating stroke which impaired his ability to 

speak. 

(source of smoking cessation story: 

http://www.contactmusic.com/new/xmlfeed.nsf/mndwebpages/kirk%20d

ouglas.%20smoking%20lesson)
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WC Fields, the famed vaudevillian, died of intestinal bleeding in 1946 at 

the age of 66.
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Spencer Tracy, star of numerous films, most notably with Katherine 

Hepburn, died of a heart attack at Age 67 June 10, 1967.
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Steve McQueen Died of Lung Cancer November, 7, 1980.
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Bing Crosby, crooner par excellence, died of a heart attack October 14, 

1977 at age 74.  In the early 1950s the Bing Crosby show on CBS radio 

was sponsored by Chesterfield.
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Jimmy Stewart died July 2, 1997 following a long illness from 

respiratory problems at the age of 89.
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Basil Rathbone, famous English actor who portrayed Sherlock Holmes, 

died of a heart attack July 21, 1967 at age 75.  Mr Holmes 

characteristically smoked a meerschaum pipe.
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Robert Taylor died of lung cancer (he was a chain smoker) June 8, 

1969 at the age of 57.  Ronald Reagan gave his eulogy.
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Jack Benny, died of lung and pancreatic cancer on December 26, 1974 

at the age of 80.
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William Holden died of an intoxicated fall November 12, 1981 at the age 

of 63.
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Gregory Peck died of bronchial pneumonia June 12, 2003 at the age of 

87.

The movie mentioned in this advertisement, Twelve O’Clock High, was 

filmed in 1949.
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Gary Cooper died of lung cancer  May 13, 1961 at the age of 60.
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David Belasco, American playwright, died May 14, 1931 at age 78 of 

uncertain cause.
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John Wayne, died of gastric cancer June 11, 1979 at the age of 72.  

After being diagnosed with lung cancer (controlled by surgery), he 

made a series of noteworthy anti-smoking TV advertisements..
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Mark Twain, humorist and writer, died of heart failure April 21, 1910 at 

the age of 74.

Famous quote:

Mark Twain Giving up smoking is the easiest thing in the world. I know 

because I've done it thousands of times
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Throat Strain of Tough Roles Led Him to Smoke Luckies

No matter how tough a man is, he’s got to think of his throat.
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