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Endorsements by Famous Athletes (“They will never get your wind” )

Endorsements from athlete celebrities date from the second half of the 

nineteenth century, when cigarette manufacturers started inserting 

cardboard into cigarette packs to keep their smokes from getting 

crushed.  Tobacco marketeers quickly realized that images could be put 

on such cards—first movie stars, then athletes and military heroes, and 

eventually hundreds of other themes.  Sports figures were sometimes 

paid for their services, but not everyone went along:  Honus Wagner, 

the baseball star, was much opposed to smoking, and demanded that 

his image be removed from such cards - which is why his card now 

sells for 2-3 million dollars.  

The idea of cigarettes never getting your “wind” was an effort to counter 

the growing medical realization that smoking could actually make it 

harder for you to breathe.  Emphysema was already a well-known 

pathology by the middle of the nineteenth century, and by the 1920s 

smoking was widely blamed not just for “pharyngeal catarrh” (mucus 

drainage down the throat) but for more general damage to the larynx 

and bronchial tubes, causing cough, hoarseness, bronchial catarrh and 

so emphysema of the lungs.  Cigarette manufacturers wanted people 

not to think about such issues, and went out of their way to suggest that 
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smoking would in no way compromise even an athlete’s ability to perform at 

his (or her) very best.  Athletes from all realms of sport were paid to endorse 

specific brands—this included baseball greats such as Babe Ruth, Lous 

Gehrig, and Joe DiMaggio, golf legends such as Ben Hogan, plus dozens of 

other heroes in football, basketball, tennis, swimming, bowling, and other 

popular sports.  As late as 1947 cigarette manufacturers were able to harness 

experts to claim that smoking brand X, Y or Z did not compromise athletic 

performance.  

Sports-themed advertising continued into more recent decades, and as 

recently as the 1980s 26 out of 28 major league baseball stadiums had either 

Marlboro or Winston billboards in their outfields.  Ads were barred from 

television in 1971, following which tobacco sponsorship of sporting events 

became commonplace:  Reynolds established the Winston Cup NASCAR; 

Philip Morris created the Virginia Slims Women’s Tennis Circuit and Marlboro 

Cup Horse Race; Benson and Hedges promoted Rugby and race car driving, 

and many other new ways to advertise were created (direct mail, personal 

gear, viral marketing, etc.).
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Camel Don’t Get Your Wind
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They Don’t Get Your Wind
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