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Endorsements by Famous Athletes (“They will never get your wind”)

Endorsements from athlete celebrities date from the second half of the
nineteenth century, when cigarette manufacturers started inserting
cardboard into cigarette packs to keep their smokes from getting
crushed. Tobacco marketeers quickly realized that images could be put
on such cards—first movie stars, then athletes and military heroes, and
eventually hundreds of other themes. Sports figures were sometimes
paid for their services, but not everyone went along: Honus Wagner,
the baseball star, was much opposed to smoking, and demanded that
his image be removed from such cards - which is why his card now
sells for 2-3 million dollars.

The idea of cigarettes never getting your “wind” was an effort to counter
the growing medical realization that smoking could actually make it
harder for you to breathe. Emphysema was already a well-known
pathology by the middle of the nineteenth century, and by the 1920s
smoking was widely blamed not just for “pharyngeal catarrh” (mucus
drainage down the throat) but for more general damage to the larynx
and bronchial tubes, causing cough, hoarseness, bronchial catarrh and
so emphysema of the lungs. Cigarette manufacturers wanted people
not to think about such issues, and went out of their way to suggest that
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smoking would in no way compromise even an athlete’s ability to perform at
his (or her) very best. Athletes from all realms of sport were paid to endorse
specific brands—this included baseball greats such as Babe Ruth, Lous
Gehrig, and Joe DiMaggio, golf legends such as Ben Hogan, plus dozens of
other heroes in football, basketball, tennis, swimming, bowling, and other
popular sports. As late as 1947 cigarette manufacturers were able to harness
experts to claim that smoking brand X, Y or Z did not compromise athletic
performance.

Sports-themed advertising continued into more recent decades, and as
recently as the 1980s 26 out of 28 major league baseball stadiums had either
Marlboro or Winston billboards in their outfields. Ads were barred from
television in 1971, following which tobacco sponsorship of sporting events
became commonplace: Reynolds established the Winston Cup NASCAR;
Philip Morris created the Virginia Slims Women’s Tennis Circuit and Marlboro
Cup Horse Race; Benson and Hedges promoted Rugby and race car driving,
and many other new ways to advertise were created (direct mail, personal
gear, viral marketing, etc.).
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“Camels dont get your Wind”

FAMOUS ATHLETES AGREE
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“CAMELS DON'T GET YOUR WIND”
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Camel Don’t Get Your Wind
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“CAMELS DON’'T GET YOUR WIND”

FAMOUS SWIMMERS AGREE
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ATHLETES SAY:

“THEY DONT
GET
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COSTLIER
TOBACCOS!

They Don’t Get Your Wind
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ATHLETES SAY:
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Read below what famous athletes

say about Camels
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Here’s the line-up on the smoking preference
of the new world champions:
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Of course you want mildaess in a

cigarette. And the athletes—t0

whom “wind,” healthy nerves,

*condition™ are vitally important — insist on mild-

7 sess. Lou Gehrig, baseball's “Iron Man,” says:
“Camels are so mild they pever get my ‘wind.™

George Barker, intercollegiate cross-country

champion, says: "Camels are %o mild, they don't

any way.” Bobby Walthour, Je.
star of the six-day bike grinds, says: “I've got ©0
have 'wind' in bike racing. For my cigarette I loog
g0 chose Camels.”

Tommy Armour, speaking for golf, Bruce
Barnes for teanis, and Betty Bailey for the aquatic
sports—all ageee: “Camels doa't get your ‘wind.""

‘What this mildness means to youl... It means
you can smoke as many Camels a5 you please.
Athletes ssy Camel's costlier tobaccos never dis-
turb your netves—never tife your taste—never
get your "wind.”

GOOD NEWS!

Ronch Mewer L COSTLIER

life ace doubly plesssnt whea

IRkl YOU CAN SMOKE RNy TOBACCOS!

ALL YOU WANT! L ol @ Camels are made from §ncr. MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS
: —Turkish and Domestic—than any other popular brand.

Bevee get your “wind” (Sigmad) R. J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO COMPANY, Wissoo-Salems, NG
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I CAN CERTAINLY
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CAMELS DONT GET YOUR WIND "
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CAN SMOKE AS
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THE MILDNESS THAT
MR.DESJARDINS MENTIONS.AND E
CAMELS GIVE ME A'LIFT’
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