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SENECA TRADITION OF LEAGUE.
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The League was founded at Onondaga many years hefore the time of
Handsome Lake who lived more than 100 years ago. As it was customary for
the Tndians (to live in long lodges) in which some had large families.

One large familvy would have three fires in their bark lodzes or six house-

holds. A very small family would have but a single fire.
It came to rass that one of these large families was attacked by sick-

ness and all died excert one person. The villace people lookin~ in upon this

roor destitute heing, saw him lyingz on a couch they from time to time looked
upon him and they cared fgg him for three ¢ he v confined to
his couch at the end of

talked to himself saving "I am left alone, why do I suffer such sorrows,"

These sayings were heard by rersons who rested outside the d wWe will




will now tell the peorle how he felt and why he left as he did; that he said
"T will now depart go where I will, come what will".

It was learned afterwards that he followed the Onondaga River to its
head and then he kept on his journey having with him a plant having joints.
He cut this plant ur and gave a meaning to each several pieces as he laid

these joints aside one by one. He said to himself "Where is the smoke from

that T might find peace and harmony that I might find some friends and he

wished to find some consolation". After talking to himself in this way for

a head and thouzht there was a clearing and
came to a lake and found birds and beasts of all descriptions there. As he

appreached the bank of the lake he sst up two stakes and put a rod acroes

from the one to , : ng up his string of plant

joints. To the




the jointed plant he was giwing command to them as to what they should signify.
A1l at once he got up and put his strines of Jointed plants in his pouch as he
valued these very highly. After doing this the man went to the water's edce and
there he found some feathers which had been dropred by water-fowl which visited
the lake. At one side he found a white feather and on the other side a black
one and on 2nother still a brown one and then he said to himself "Why should I
not pick these feathers and wind them up into short pieces and use them instead
0f the jointed reeds". He picked ur the feathers, and wound them into short
rieces and took out a cord from hWis pouch and after strin~rine them gave to

feather a certain symbolic meaning,

Afterwards he went east along the lake. At thi rlace he

b 12 was mid-way between
east and the south. He kept travelline on dnd rom time to time he would stop

to converse with his strine of feathers 1i: ld of those the




reeds, as he had done before. He would ask

him consolation.
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In his travels he found a trail in woods and follo

where he could again see through it. As he came out of the

a fleld of corn and heans and other vegetables and there he
odge

lodge havine a douhle roof. Cominc to the door of the 1

+he

lodee he saw a fire which aprarently had just been left

the lodce, so he entered the lodce and sat down and there h

on the cross rod he hung his feathers. "In my long trav

found one comfort in coming
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While sittine »y the fire talkine saw a

wards him. Put the moment she saw hin

fled.

wed it to a place

forest he found

also found a bark

and looking into

occupants of
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erected his stakes
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She went to another
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lodge and said that there was a man in her lodge talkins to himself and that she

did not know what he was talking about, but that there were stakes set up in
the ground and a small rod laid across and on which a number of strings of
feathers, so every one quickly arose and went to the said lodge and found that
the stranger had disappeared.

In Havawentha 's travells he stopred oc8asionally and every
gulted his strings of feathers. So if he thouzht of something more which he
wished to represent he added andther string of feathers. Continuing his journey
in the world he came to a large up-turned tree and from the opposite side of it
he saw 2 man watching him and he said to himself "There is a large forehead"
(and this bhecame this man's name). He could just see his head and eyes above
the fallen tree. Then

was just like his own. Here he said




time found comfort in coming up to a human being. Large Forehead said, " I

know what you are looking for, you desire to find consolation , and T ask only

to 20 with you on your journey". You can go wherever you like. Whatever your
fate may be they also shall be mine". This man Big Forehead thouzht that this

"Your duty to do as I have commandéd, it is a duty for each and all to do my
bidding".

Then the two men started off and when they came to a resting place

Hayawentha set up his stakes and hune ur his strings of feathers and begzan to

talk to them as was his custom. Ris Forehead listened and believed all that
the other said. After the rite, they continued their Jounmey after travelling a

certain distance the two men found a man sitting on a large tree. One said to

the other "Do you see that man p th g ? Yes, I was looking

at him ". Who is he ? Then the 3 the Big Tree said

the first man After giving the man the name of The Big Tree

as they




aprroached Big Tree turned and went away and the other two men kept on their

v il O -

course. As they left RBic Tree Hayawentha told Big Forehead where they were
going and said "That the name of the place was Cayuga, which was a Principle
rlace and where a smoke arose." T ¥know what I am talking about from the fact
that the smoke arose from there and reaches the skies. The two went on for

gome time and then thev halted and Hayawentha in his speech ameng other things

8aid "We have now arrived at a place called Diguyyugakwah(It means where two

subjects fourht). Hayawentha said to Biz Forehead) "You must have mind and

. S ’ T
must express it, " and hefare this time Yayawentha w4 ione all the

After passing this rlace Hayawentha said "We wil}

come fto _another,

next rlace was the home of Diguyyuaga

(Tekarihoken) as they found who

" £ * . hd akh '
man of that place which ‘aving arrived there




and set up their stakes acain and hung their strings of feathers and talked

to them. Afterwards they passed on and gave it the name Diguyuga after the man

who lived there.

After they started going due west in search of another fire, going on Big

Forehead discovered that the other had gained greatly in knowledge since he ha

had first met him. Hayawentha was then happy for he had then discovered that

there were other people in the world where he lived. Their journey brought them

back to the first place mentioned where Hayawentha had found Big Treex It is

82id that the Pie Tree is the son of Hosannoogdeh meanine the Onondaga tribe

livine near Nnondaca lake. Coming the secon me to the lake they came up

Dehadodaho who lived near it. He had 1z hai n which they were many

snakes and his arms and lecs were crooked so they stopped and cleared him of

snakes, cut off his haifr, straightened out his arms and leess and got him to

look something like a human being. After he had bheen straightened up and cleaned




up Dehadodaho received him in trust for safe keepinz and all the things belong-

ing to his Nation the Onondaca. They stationed near Onondaca Mountain. Then
the two men travelled on coinz up the Onondaga River. After this they discovered
one obstacle in their way, throat had not been cleared out. Hayawentha said "
"that he must drink soft water sayine to him "Now take it freely and thereby
distinguish

you shall be made wise you shall .. day light from darkness and
shall see sum, moon and stars and shall find om tn the people ar
write all laws discriminstion of your nation. After Dehadodaho had been cleaned
up these laws were left for him to enforce.,

The people found that these laws were 200d and they declared that their

descendants should keep them sacred. And at times there shall be one falling
. vV ad AN AL A e VLT - A -




which means death, and an address shall be delivered to the mourners and at the
same time he shall also speak of the moon and stars and also of the Great Helper.
At a person's death there should always be ceremonies and it is through these
ceremonies that they shall be comforted. Afterwards Hayawventha said "We are not
numerous enough and so % id ¢ , h I go". They went on and
arrived at Cayuea Take, At \ ! the Dayugas and wherever their
rrincipal places were, their principral man lived, but there was one chief fire.
They all went to and there they found two men one on each ‘ the fire. As
they came up Hayawentha said to the men sitting by the fire "Those who will
accert our laws will co-operate in our work and hecome a rart of ou:

One of the men sitting »y the fire threw a hall > the akhsx one on

dide, who caught it who turne ; over and after endeavouring to find something

’

and finally tossed it back to the other. They teo tossed the ball back and forth




for some time and then one of them said,"it is well that you have made the
» o

Onondaras keep the Principal fire of the Three nations, but we also have a fire

here hv ourselves the Cayugas. Hayawentha said "Let us have peace] your fire shall

be mine, and mine shall he yours. I think as much of my fire probably as you do

of vours for this reason, let us unite". The Cayuga said "I will acc pro-

positions but you must let me keep my fire and the way we shall join the bands to-

gether, there are now four tribes namely; Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga and Cayuga.

Yavawentha +hen said "This is finished so far, let us nov go in search of another

peorle”. In their travells they found another smoke which was called jonondowah

Q
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meanine Riz mountain in Enclish the Seneca. Now having joined with the Seneca

+%H r TYar q W 13 “r - ~ ~ 3 3
ey declared that whatever matter should come hefore the council of the other

nation should fires con throush the Seneca that

ntroduced shall

first go bhefore ‘ i ht 1
- » “ , , e bhrou e the council of the




the trires, this having been done Hayawentha gave them a name and 1t was a

Reautfful Lake, After the conasideration by the Five Confederate tribes of the

propositions to extend their lodge they shall then call it th Black Frame.

The extenddd part of the lodge consisted in a door-keeper donehogahwen and his

agsociate ganongaidawe. Hayawsntha said "That who ever came to this door meaning

thereby any evil thing to the Five Nations it must be attended to by the door-

keeper and his associate and he declared that these door-keepers should have a

sliprery elm bark srread from the threshold and whenever a man with a bad message

ghould come before them he would fall and lose his misasion. It is declared that

Pine tree which shall four large roots, running east, west, north and south.

If at any time one should attack any one tribe the other tribes would a2t once
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know of the attack. The roots represent the four tribes and the tree is the fiféh
and on the top of it sits 2nievil. This havinc been accomplished Hayawentha said
"we have now set ur our whole families now let us 4o this, let us ordain that what
we have done is for the advancement of our preocple and the good of the five tribes,
and it ie their desire that we should all res and love one another and that
there shall be no more blood shed within our borders and it is hoped that all
tribese shall follow our examrle. The Principral man of the Five Nations do declare

that peace shall rrevail now, let us said Hayawentha unite and up this tree

and underneath it we shall find a swift stream of water and - reople bring

forth whatever his evil and bring it to us and let us drop t0 this swift

gstream of water
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