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1635
OTTAWA
&
Munsee

MICHELSON, TRUMAN

Ottawa and Munsee linguistic and ethnblogical notese Auge 29 =

[Septe, - 1922]e L7 pp. in pencil in writing tablet as follows: ¢
ppe l1-21]s Ottawa. Michigan. Aug. 29 - Sept., 1922. (23 ppe |
total; 2 pp. written on backs.) ppe [22-33]. Munsee. Moravie
antown Heserve, Canada. Septe, 1922. ppe B3- L5]. Munseeo

Six Nations Reserve, Canada. Septe, 1922,

This field work is referred to in4lst A, R., B. A. E.,
page 83. (Yhe year is there misprinted as "1923," but 1922 is
confirmed as the correct year by comparison with p. 57 in the

same report, referring to the work of 1921 and p. 106, refer-
ring to the work of 1923.)
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NAA MS. 1635. Truman Michelson. Transcript exclusive of vocabulary
entries. pp. [35] and C4O-45] on the Munsee of Six Nations Reserve,

by M. C. Blaker, Oct. 18, 1971.

The language here (at Hagerville) not quite the same as at Munceytown

(near St. Thomas). Here there are 2 or three who speak Munsee. 175

total.

Few Munsee at Cattaraugus. John Armstrong. Language like here,
but few words different. Here the people are called Delawares of Grand
River, though they speak Munsee. There were a few Mohegans here. Last
old woman, Julianne Burnham, died about 35 years ago.

The language of Zeisberger, etc. is Una“mi; can't read the books.

Only a little while ago, 30 or 40 years ago, when the Munsee here
began intermarrying with other tribes. No corn pestles here.
Vocabulary] [36-401

401
Six Nation Rulel[?]. Chieftainship hereditary. The custodian of the
chiefship is a woman. She holds it for her brother. At her death her
daughter holds it for her children. She holds it for her children [sicl.
If she has none, she appoints; it might be her brother or not usually a
close relative. If the children were too small her brother or whom she
appoints, takes it. At his death the male children entitled. 1In the
case of J. Montour, his sister being dead, his sister's daughter L[l
holds it for her boys; if his niece had a brother she might appoint
her brother to act till her children are grown up. The eldest male
child.-will get.

Division of Munsee unknown.




The Munsee told they came :here as captives. They were made women
for some length of time. Petticoats taken off and made men. Even today,
the Iroquois throw it in their face.

Delaware)
Munsees ) and the Cayugas are always friendly. The Delawares are

under the tutelage of the Cayuga. [Rest of page is vocabulary of tribgl
names. ]
cha3

70 or 80 years ago the Delaware-Munsee became Xtianized. Tore off
the false face. The Moravians have always been Xtians. From men from
there and Munsee Town. The Delaware here accepted Christianity.

In case of death,of the Delaware-Munsee, there is a death wake;
seated opposite to each other; the exact location depends on the house;
the head of the corpse is to the west; there is drum (a small one) near
the corpse. 1 or 2 rattles made from cow horn; the moccasin game is
play . (Joseph Montour sang a song: No body knows where it is but
me). There is a sign: the side that wins will not have a death in
the family right away. At day light a [L3] gun is fired. Everybody
must cry, if asleep are awakened & they must cry. No one must cry till
then, or after, not even at the funeral. If a man weeps openly too
much he will marry before a year is up. Just put on.

Forbidden going to public gathering or doings. Should remain quiek.
After a year or amat>ta®tamo h>i [he?] doesn't know how to thum [? trim?

tran?l]] it is optional.

If a man's wife dies, the relatives who were closely related to the

deceased pick out a wife for the man out of the nearest relatives. If
the man dies the real [?] regulation is unknown; informant volunteers
the above and is sure of it. Sister-in-law and brother-in-law josh

each other; more in olden times; expected. Nothing bad about it; £




brother though another corrupted would end it. A man can't [LL] associate
much with his own sister.

Nephew and niece jesting unknown.

If brother and sister quarrel, her son or his son can not interfere.

Menstruation: mustn't cook, face painted, hid away. Poisonous: if
a man ate bread made by a woman in that condition would become sick.
Intercourse forbidden at that time; after a birth 30 days must be continent.
A man would be weak if he did at either time. A straw was used once to
test this when a woman menstruated; it withered.

Naming child: who had privilegedf this unknown.

When a person sneezes, '"some one is thinking about you."

If a meal is being prepared and a person approaches, they will

'

"Here comes that lazy good for nothing!" The table will be cleared

and all put away till the comer is gone.

Both parents (sides) of boy and girl, talk it over first. Boy and

girl told. The chief pronounces them married. Feast then. Monogamous.
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